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will, it is the only organization that will one day replace the pre-
sent Government. My claim is that the scheme that it produced
through a representative committee of one Sikh, one Muslim
and one Hindu member of its Cabinet would standthe test of any
judicial tribunal so far as fairness and justness is concerned.

One member of the audience asked the question whether the Round
Table Conference had broken down and whether India should wait for
swaraj until another conference. Gandhyi replied:

I am not giving up all hope till I have severed all connection
with the Round Table Conference. Apparently, therefore, I still
entertain some hope though, I may say, I have little data to build
on. But it is against my nature to violently break away from an
organization with which I have been co-operating. I do not know
whether, the next time when the solution comes, there will be an-
other Round Table Conference or not, but this much I know that,
if the Round Table Conference breaks down, a solution will not
be reached before India has passed through a fiery ordeal much
more severe than the one it passed through last year.

Q. You talk of the impoverishment of India as being the result of
British exploitation, but is it not a fact that the real cause of the agricul-
turists' misery is the rapacity of the Bania and extravagance of expenditure on
the occasion of marriages and funerals? Finally, you charge the British Gov-
ernment with extravagance But what have you to say to the extravagance
of the Indian Princes ?

A. The Indian Bania is not a patch upon the English Bania
and, if we were acting violently, the Indian Bania would deserve
to be shot. But then, the British Bania would deserve to be shot
a hundred times The rate of interest charged by the Indian Bania
is nothing compared to the loot carried on by the British Bania
through the jugglery of currency and merciless exactions of Land
Revenue. I do not know of another instance in history of such
an organized exploitation of so unorganized and gentle a race.
As for the profligacy of the Indian Princes, while I would have
little hesitation, if I had the power, in dispossessing them of their
insolent palaces, I would have infinitely less in depriving the Brit-
ish Government of New Delhi. The extravagance of the Princes
was nothing compared to the heartless squandering of crores of
rupees on New Delhi to satisfy the whim of a Viceroy in order
to reproduce England in India, when masses of people were dying
of hunger.

An amusing question was asked by a friend who quoted a letter from
The Manchester Guardian in which the correspondent questioned Gandhyi's